


Here are descriptions of the eleven specific training categories with examples of activities that you
might put in that category.

1. Spiritual Life: Bible Study, Worship, and Christian Fellowship. And Jesus kept increasing . . . in
favor with God and men. Luke 2:52 NASB. Jesus grew in these ways, and I am responsible to see that
my children grow in these ways also. Our main goal for our children is that they live forever in
heaven with God. As parents we must consistently pray about and work toward that goal. Our
weekly activities must include study of God's Word, worship of our Creator, and time with fellow
believers. An entry in this space might look like this:

2. Learning to Work: Chores, Service, and Life Skills. Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to
one of these brothers of Mine . . . you did it to Me. Matthew 25:40 NASB. Our children must learn to
serve others, to work for the good of their families, and to have the skills necessary to take care of
themselves and their own families. An entry in this space might look like this:

3. Relating to Others: Characters and Relationships. . . . add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 2 Peter 1:5-7 KJV. If my children
accumulate knowledge of math, grammar, history, and science, but cannot be trusted to tell the
truth or treat others with respect, I will certainly not feel like a successful homeschooler. An entry
in this space might look like this:

4. Learning About God's Creation: Science and Technology. For since the creation of the world God's
invisible qualities . . . have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made. . . . Romans 1:20
NIV. Science is the study of what God created during the six days when he created the world, and
technology is the study of what the people God created in his image have done with the things
God created. Studying the things God made teaches us about the God who made them. An entry
in this space might look like this:

5. Learning About People and Places: Geography, Government, and Foreign Language. From one
man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth. . . . Acts 17:26a NIV. All people
on earth came from Adam, and God wants us to take the Gospel to each one. Our children must
learn about the lands, peoples, and nations that God has made. They must learn to love and to
understand people who are different from themselves. An entry in this space might look like this:



6. Learning About the Events and People of the Past: History and Biography. . . . and he determined
the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. Acts 17:26b NIV. History is the story
of God's work from Creation to the present. On the sixth day God created people. From one man
he has built us into nations and tribes and ethnic groups. By studying history we can learn how
he has worked in these groups, and we can also learn the results of their obedience or
disobedience. By reading biographies we can learn about the opportunities, blessings, and
challenges he gives individuals, as well as how their lives are affected by their blessings and by
their personal choices. In the Old Testament, God gave the Israelites festivals that helped them
remember what he had done for them in the past. In the New Testament, Jesus gave us the Lord's
Supper to help us remember him. God's Word, the Bible, is a message of love for people and a
book of history. An entry in this space might look like this:

7. Learning About the Thoughts of Others: Reading and Literature. . . . whatever is true . . . noble . . .
right . . .  pure . . . lovely . . . admirable . . . excellent or praiseworthy — think about such things. Philippians
4:8 NIV. When a child learns to read well, a wealth of wisdom and information is opened up to
him. He can read God's Word; and he can also read the true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable,
excellent, and praiseworthy things that men and women have created because of their being made
in God's image. David said in Psalm 101:3 that he would set no vile thing before his eyes. Choose
carefully what your children read so that their reading contains no vile things. Good books teach
values, character, and history. Help your children enjoy many wonderful books. In this entry,
record your phonics instruction and the books your child is currently reading. Your main list of
books read will be in the back of the record book. Your notes in this section can be brief, but they
still need to be included so that each week you can see how you are doing in your overall training
of your children. An entry in this space might look like this:

8. Being Creative: Art, Crafts, Music, Drama, and Other Creative Activities. He has filled them with
skill to perform every work of an engraver . . . a designer . . . an embroiderer. . . .  Exodus 35:35 NASB. The
people God created in his image are creative, too. We believe that each of our children should be
able to enjoy all of the wholesome arts either by being creative themselves or by enjoying the
creations of others. Sometimes we have had to be resourceful to find wholesome ways to teach
these, but it has been worth the effort. An entry in this space might look like this:



9. Learning to Communicate: Letter Writing, Grammar, Handwriting, Creative Writing, and
Journaling. Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for
edification. . . . Ephesians 4:29 NASB. One way to connect to the people around us is through
communication. We want our children to be truthful and effective communicators, both verbally
and in written form. We want their grammar never to embarrass them (or us!). We want people to
be able to read their handwriting. Requiring children to keep journals is a gift to them — a written
record of their growing up years in their own words. Forming the habit of letter writing so they
can keep in touch with godly people in other places is also a gift to our children. An entry in this
space might look like this:

10. Caring for My Body: Exercise, Sports, and Health. . . . present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God. . . . Romans 12:1 KJV. We want our children to care for their bodies with a
balanced, healthy lifestyle. Their bodies are tools to serve God, not tools to gain personal glory.
Sports are one way to gain health and learn some life skills, but take care that sports are servants
and not masters of your family life and schedule. An entry in this space might look like this:

11. Learning Math, Problem Solving, and Thinking Skills. A false balance is abomination to the LORD:
but a just weight is his delight. Proverbs 11:1 KJV. Some children will pursue work in which math
plays an integral part. All children will need to use math in daily life. Give each child the training
he or she needs and give him opportunities to use it in everyday experiences. An entry in this
space might look like this:

Records of Books Read and Grades

In the back of the record book are these four sections: Books I Have Read This Year; Books Read to Me This
Year; My Grades, Test Scores, and Awards for This Year; and Notes. Each time a book is finished, record it on
the appropriate book list. We have also included pages for you to record grades and other information
in the manner that you see fit. We have required our children to do the work we expect of them. If a child
meets all the requirements of an assignment and does it according to my expectations, I consider that “A”
work. Record grades for your child the way you feel is most suitable. You can record achievement test
results and any awards that your child receives here as well. Any other notes and plans you wish to keep
track of can go in the final section.
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